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Charlotte
Dumas, who does not use a telephoto lens, takes months to
become acquainted with her subjects so that she can get as
close to them as she did for this untitled print.
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Opinion

Look These Horses in the Mouth

By Jennifer Landes

(8/26/2008    In

case you have not

had your fill of

horses this week,

the Silas Marder

Gallery in

Bridgehampton has

a minimal but

impressive exhibit

of horse

photography by

Charlotte Dumas, a

Dutch artist, on

view through Sept.

14.

    Ms. Dumas took this series of chromogenic print photographs, called ÒDay Is

Done,Ó in Palermo, Italy, with a medium-format camera on film.

    The images are striking in the barn-like space of the gallery, with standing,

full-body-profile portraits downstairs and a series of horses at rest upstairs.

    Light and shadow are dramatic with the kind of chiaroscuro associated with the

work of Caravaggio, an artist of a much earlier century who also spent some time in

Sicily. CaravaggioÕs ÒConversion of Paul,Ó painted in 1601 for Santa Maria del Popolo

in Rome, has a horse that dominates the painting so much that it can take several

viewings to understand exactly what is happening in the picture.

    Ms. DumasÕs horses have a similar dominance, not just because they are the sole
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Silas Marder Gallery

Ms. DumasÕs series of horses photographed in
Palermo, Italy, called ÒDay Is Done,Ó have taken over
the loft at the Silas Marder Gallery in Bridgehampton.
   

subject, but in the extreme close-up treatment she gives them.

    She acknowledged recently that her images can refer to the past, but said, Ònot in a

heroic way.Ó Instead, they have a sense of dislocation. You know intellectually what

you are viewing, but the subjects have a way of dissolving into shape and form, light

and shadow.

    The artist said that her works are a product of months of interacting with the

animals she shoots, which in previous series have been police dogs, wolves, and

tigers in captivity.

    The artist uses only natural light and no telephoto lens, so the closeness suggested

is the closeness achieved.

Such proximity only comes

with familiarity and trust,

which is why these series can

take months and even years

to complete.

    The process consists of

observing, shooting, and

then waiting. ÒIn order to be

satisfiedÓ with an image, she

said, ÒI need a lot of time to

let it sink in. I need a couple

of months to see if it still

holds up.Ó Because she uses film, she may find nothing she likes in a set of

photographs, or she may find many. She likes the incubation period that film allows.

Sometimes she refrains from looking at what she has taken for several weeks.

    Even with a great number of satisfactory images, she is highly selective. ÒA series

can become very monotonous: Once it becomes a series and you make 15, why not

20? I want to keep it a small amount of images that are strong enough to stand

alone.Ó

    She said she likes her work to have a monumental quality Ñ Òbut not too big, you

have to be able to relate to it.Ó

    During the time she spent with the horses in Palermo, she discovered a group of

street dogs, which have become her latest subject matter. It is one of the first wild

subjects she has chosen, and it has taken about half a year to become familiar with

just a few of them. She said the process makes her feel like Jane Goodall.
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